
  

 

 

 

Spring 2017 Volume XII, Number  5  

    Call & Response  
News from the     

South Carolina African American Heritage 

 Message from the Chair 
  Dr. Abel A. Bartley 

 
Message From The Chairé.. 
 
    As we close out the winter season and 
welcome in spring, the South Carolina 
African American Heritage Commission has 
been very busy carrying out the work of 
preserving the history, culture and heritage of African 
Americans in South Carolina. The world and the state 
have changed but our work must continue. There are a 
few very important efforts that I would like to focus on. 
First, I am very proud of the work that has been done on 
the state funded travel app. If you have not heard about it 
you donôt know what you have been missing.  For those 
who were born before integration they will remember how 
difficult it was for African American families to plan travel 
for vacations or emergencies. There were very few hotels 
or restaurants which would serve them.  
     The solution to that problem was Victor Greenôs The 
Negro Travelersô Green Book a travel guide series 
published from 1936 to 1964. It provided African 
American motorists and tourists vital information about 
establishments which would provide comfortable and safe 
boarding, dining, and sightseeing opportunities during the 
era of segregation. The Green Book was a necessary 
component of every African American traveler. Though 
those days are gone, we are developing a travel app, 
which will provide the same services for travelers coming 
to South Carolina. This app will point people 
to historical sites, institutions, and venues as 
they travel through the state.  
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     The other project which I want to emphasize is the ongoing effort to 
recognize the important social, political and economic changes that resulted 
from the reconstruction era. The twenty-five years following the American 
Civil War were very important years which reshaped our democracy. The 
radical change in status and position of the South and African Americans has 
never been fully appreciated. Reconstruction changed America and for the 
first time we are beginning to commemorate that period.   
 
     Long story made short, we have much work to do. We still are completing 
teacherôs guides, dedicating historical markers, and commemorating 
important events and dates. We need all the help we can get. We celebrate 
the faithful hard work of the Commission members, but we canôt do it alone. 
We invite you to join us. Become a member of our foundation. Encourage 
you company or organization to become members. Together we can do 
amazing things. 
 
 
Dr. Abel A. Bartley, Chair 
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The Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission  
welcomes seven new Commissioners from each of the four states that make up the 
region. 
 
Executive Director J. Herman Blake said the new members were nominated by the 
State Historic Preservation Officers in the states of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia and Florida and appointed by the Secretary of the Interior. They serve three-
year terms. 
The new Commissioners from each state are: 
 
North Carolina 
James Fullwood of Raleigh. A native of Pender County, he is a retired state 
official and is working to restore a one-room schoolhouse there that was originally built 
by his great-great-grandfather, a blacksmith who was once enslaved. 
 
Sean Palmer of Wilmington, director of the Upperman African American Cultural 
Center at the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. 
 
South Carolina: 
Herb Frazier of Charleston. An author and journalist, he is marketing and public 
relations manager at Magnolia Plantation and Gardens near Charleston. He is a co-
author of ñWe Are Charleston: Tragedy and Triumph at Mother Emanuel.ò 
 
Sherman Pyatt of Charleston is a native Charlestonian who has been a research 
librarian and archivist at a number of institutions of higher learning and research 
centers in Virginia and South Carolina, His latest publication is ñThe Other Side of the 
Skillet: Healthy and Alternative Eating in the Lowcountry.ò 
 
Victoria Smalls of St. Helena Island, director of history, art and culture at Penn 
Center, also serves on the S.C. African American Heritage Commission and is an 
advisory board member of the Gullah Geechee Consortium of Beaufort County. She is 
a former educator and a self-taught artist. 
 
Georgia: 
Dionne Hoskins-Brown is fishery biologist with NOAAôs National Marine Fisheries 
Service and is director of NOAA programs at Savannah State University. She also is a 
member of the Savannah Chatham County School Board. 
 
Florida: 
Meredith Hardy is an archeologist and coordinator for interpretation, education 
and outreach for the Southeast Archeological Center in 
Tallahassee, and the cultural resources program manager for the 
Christiansted National Historic Site on St. Croix, U.S. Virgin 
Islands. She also has worked with the Cumberland Island National 
Seashore off Georgia to discover, interpret and protect the African 
American archeological heritage within the park. 
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At its recent meeting in St. Augustine, FL, the Commission also elected new officers 
and welcomed returning officeholders: Emory Campbell of Hilton Head Island, SC, was 
elected chair for a one-year term; Dr. Hoskins-Brown, vice chair; Dr. Hardy, member at
-large for two years. Secretary David Frank of North Carolina was reelected for another 
two-year term, and Griffin Lotson of Georgia continues his term as treasurer for 
another year. 

The Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission was created by Congress 
in 2006 to recognize the important contributions made to American culture and history 
by African Americans known as the Gullah or Geechee who settled in the coastal 
counties of South Carolina, Georgia, North Carolina and Florida. 
 
- Jannie Harriot 
 

 
2017 South Carolina Civil Rights Teacher Institute 

The Center for Civil Rights History & Research at the University of South Carolina is 

seeking applications from secondary social studies teachers to participate in the 2017 

South Carolina Civil Rights Teacher Institute on the USC Columbia campus from July 

9
th
 through July 15

th
, 2017. Fifteen teachers will be selected to immerse themselves in 

South Carolina civil rights history with a specific emphasis on three Columbia sites: the 

Modjeska Monteith Simkins House, Booker T. Washington High School, and the South 

Carolina Statehouse. Teachers will hear from core faculty, visiting scholars, and 

activists involved in the civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s.  

Following the institute, participants will develop learning activities utilizing primary and 

secondary source documents.  These activities will be compiled in a Sourcebook for 

Teaching South Carolina Civil Rights History that will be made freely available online. 

Participants who complete all institute requirements will receive a $1,000 stipend.  

This institute is funded by a National Parks Service African American Civil Rights 

Grant.   

  
For more information or to apply, visit http://civilrights.sc. edu/teacherinstitute/.   
  
The application deadline is March 30

th
.  Questions can be directed 

to the USC Center for Civil Rights History & Research 
at sccivilrights@sc.edu or 803-777-2220. 
 

 

http://civilrights.sc.edu/teacherinstitute/
C:/Users/Denise/Documents/.android
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=sccivilrights@sc.edu
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Reconstruction Era National Monument Celebration  
 
BEAUFORT, SC ï The National Park Service and local partners will host a community 
celebration in Beaufort County marking the recent establishment of Reconstruction Era 
National Monument.   
 
The dedication event ð organized by Beaufort County, Brick Baptist Church, the City 
of Beaufort, National Park Service, Penn Center, the Town of Port Royal, the South 
Carolina Department of Natural Resources, and the U.S. Navy ð will take place from 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm Saturday, March 18, 2017 at Penn Center on St. Helena Island. 
The event is free and open to the public.  
 
Reconstruction Era National Monument was established as a unit of the National Park 
Service by Presidential Proclamation on January 12, 2017 in recognition of the role 
Beaufort County, South Carolina played in shaping the historic period of 
Reconstruction.  The national monument protects and interprets historic buildings and 
landscapes in three areas within Beaufort County, including the City of Beaufort, St. 
Helena Island, and the Camp Saxton Site in Port Royal.  Visitors may find information 
about local Reconstruction sites at: 
 
Beaufort Regional Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center located at 713 Craven St., 
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902. Hours: Monday - Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm; and 
 
Penn Center, Inc., Welcome Center located at 16 Penn Center Circle, St. Helena 
Island, South Carolina, 29920. Hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 9 am to 4 pm. 
 
STATEMENTS 
Stan Austin, National Park Service Regional Director: ñWe look forward to 
dedicating the new Reconstruction Era National Monument with our partners and the 
Beaufort County communities who were central to the parkôs establishment. The park 
interprets a critical period in American history not fully understood and credited for its 
national significance.ò  
 
Billy Keyserling, City of Beaufort Mayor: ñThe establishment of the Reconstruction 
Era National Monument is enormously important to our city, county, region, and nation. 
National recognition of this period in the development of the United States unlocks 
some treasures of our hidden history, giving students, scholars, and the general public 
opportunities to better understand our past as we create our future.ò   
 
Dr. Rodell Lawrence, Penn Center, Inc. Executive 
Director:  ñPenn Center is excited to host the national monument 
kick-off event on its historic grounds. The interpretation of the 
Reconstruction era is a major milestone in the legacy of Penn 
Center and our nation.ò 

https://www.nps.gov/reer/learn/proclamation.htm


6 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background 
 
The Reconstruction era began during the Civil War and lasted until the dawn of Jim 
Crow racial segregation in the 1890s. It remains one of the most complicated and 
poorly understood periods in American History. During Reconstruction, four million 
African Americans, newly freed from bondage, sought to integrate themselves into free 
society and into the educational, economic, and political life of the country. This began 
in November 1861 in Beaufort County, South Carolina, after Union forces won the 
Battle at Port Royal Sound and brought the ñLowcountryò along the South Carolina 
coast under Union control. More than 10,000 slaves remained there when their owners 
fled the lucrative cotton and rice plantations. The then-Lincoln Administration decided 
to initiate the ñPort Royal Experimentò in Beaufort County to help the former slaves 
become self-sufficient. 

 
The Reconstruction Era National Monument is composed of historic buildings and 
landscapes located in three areas of Beaufort County: 

 
Darrah Hall and Brick Baptist Church within Penn School National Historic Landmark 
District on St. Helena Island, the site of one of the countryôs first schools for freed 
slaves and a church built by slaves in 1855 and then turned over to the former slaves 
in 1862;  

 
The Camp Saxton Site, on U.S. Navy property in Port Royal, where some of the first 
African Americans joined the U.S. Army, and the site where elaborate ceremonies 
were held on New Yearôs Day 1863 to announce and celebrate the enactment of the 
Emancipation Proclamation; and  

 
The Old Beaufort Firehouse, an historic building located in the midst of historic 
downtown Beaufort within walking distance of dozens of other historic Reconstruction 
properties. 

 
The Old Beaufort Firehouse, Darrah Hall, and the Camp Saxton Site are not yet 
accessible to the public.  Brick Baptist Church is privately owned and supports an 
active congregation. 

 
As the National Park Service and community partners develop future opportunities to 
experience and learn about Reconstruction Era National Monument, information and 
updates will be posted on the parkôs official website www.nps.gov/reer and social 
media accounts https://www.facebook.com/Recon structionNPS 
and https://twitter.com/Reconstruc tNM. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.nps.gov/reer
https://www.facebook.com/ReconstructionNPS
https://twitter.com/ReconstructNM
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SC AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION ANNUAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY 

 

The South Carolina African American Heritage 
Foundation annual ñPreserving our Places in Historyò 
awards ceremony on Friday, February 3, 2017 at the 
South Carolina Archives and History Center in 
Columbia. The quarterly meeting preceded the awards 
presentation.   
The Herbert A. Decosta Trailblazer Award  was given 
to retiring president of Morris College, Dr. Luns C. 
Richardson. The Herbert A DeCosta Trailblazer 
Award recognizes exceptional achievement by a 
African American in the arts, science, government,  
economics, or academics. Its namesake, Herbert 
DeCosta, Jr., was an architectural engineer of the 
20
th
 century who became nationally renowned for 

his expertise in restoring historic properties.  
 
 
 
 

The Leon Love Lifetime Achievement Award was given 
to the retiring president of Benedict College, Dr. David H. 
Swinton. The Leon Love Lifetime Achievement 
Award recognizes a person, group or organization 
that has made a notable, successful, sustained and 
lasting contribution to the preservation of African 
American history and culture in SC.  This award is 
named for former chairperson and vice chairperson of 
the South Carolina African American Heritage 
Commission for his untiring efforts to encourage the 
preservation of African American history and culture in 
South Carolina.  
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SC AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION ANNUAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY 

 

Other awards presented included the Preserving Our Places 
in History Individual award given to Dr. Bobby 
Donaldson, history professor at the University of South 
Carolina.  This award recognizes a person who has 
demonstrated or made an outstanding contribution in 
preserving and interpreting African American history and 
culture in South Carolina during the past year.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Preserving Our Places in History Group or Organization award was given to 
The Beaufort Monument Committee. This award recognizes a group or 
organization that has demonstrated or made an outstanding contribution in preserving 
and interpreting African American history and culture in South Carolina during the past 
year.   
 
 
 
 
 
The Preserving Our Places in History Project award  
was given to the Heyward-Washington House of 
Charleston.  
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South Carolina African American Heritage Commission Honors Women 
 

The South Carolina African American Heritage Commission honored women during a 
womenôs history program, ñHonoring South Carolinaôs Trailblazing Women: Our 
History is Our Strengthò held on Sunday, March 12, 2017 in Hartsville. 
 
The program included a keynote by Victoria Smalls, Director of History and Culture at 
the historic Penn Center followed by a panel discussion by trailblazing 
women. Honorees were former state senator Maggie Wallace Glover, former Hartsville 
Mayor, Flora Hopkins, current City of Darlington Mayor Gloria Cheeseboro Hines; 
current City of Camden Mayor, Alfred Mae Drakeford, former County Council Woman, 
Wilhelmina P. Johnson, Mrs. Lovis Thomas, and former SC House of Representative 
Dennie Neilson.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Itôs almost ready! The Green Book of South Carolina is currently under development 
and is scheduled to launch this spring! This mobile travel guide highlights 350 African 
American cultural sites across South Carolina and helps travelers discover a rich, often 
under-told story. Visit the splash page which is now live to enter 
your email address for notification when the mobile travel guide 
launches. Visit www.GreenBookofSC.com  to  also sign up for 
updates! 
  

  
 

http://www.greenbookofsc.com/

